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SUPER OVER BLACK:

"By the year 2031, advances in inplant-assisted

neur ot el epathy all owed people the entire world over to
communi cate only through thought. For those who could afford
it, language barriers were a thing of the past, as was

m sconmuni cati on; everyone coul d now convey exactly what
they were thinking to one another at a nonent’s noti ce.

As a result, traditional communication through speaking or
text went unused and becane quickly forgotten by the higher
cl asses.

People with the inplant lived in physical isolation, often
with living situations set up such that there was no need to
ever |eave their hones."

CLOSE ON ALEXA' S FACE
We open on a close-up of ALEXA (28) |ooking up at us.

In front of her face floats DOZENS OF OVERLAPPI NG | MAGES: a
frenetic blend of faces and places and col ors, none of them
[ ingering | ong enough to be made out clearly.

Al exa calmy watches the images as they blur by, processing
themall at hyperspeed as we pull back to reveal:

| NT. ALEXA’ S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Al exa is sitting back on a sl eek-1|ooking RECLI NED CHAI R t hat
has several wires running into it.

On the top of the chair is a sensor-|aden HEADREST t hat
Al exa has her head on. The headrest has a blinking blue
light on it that indicates it’s working.

The whole roomis it by built-in blue and white Iights that
| eave few shadows in the room- not that there’'s nmuch in the
roomto cast them anyway; aside fromAlexa's chair in the

m ddl e of the room the apartnent is nostly enpty but for
basi c fi xtures.

There’s a LARGE W NDOW on one side of the room and the
canera turns away from Alexa to | ook out of it:

Across the street and a floor below, on ground level, is the
W NDOW OF ANOTHER APARTMENT.

We can see soneone wal ki ng around i nside the other apartnent
as we-



CUT TGO

| NT. RUTH S APARTMENT - SAME

RUTH (26) noves around an apartnent that’s clearly nowhere
near as nice as Alexa's; the whole place is a colorful nest
of m scell aneous parts. Nothing matches, and everything

| ooks like it’s falling apart, but the whole place has a
warm honey feel to it.

Ruth i s COOKI NG SOVETHI NG over a stove when-

THE LI GHTS FLI CKER, and then DIE, |leaving Ruth standing in
t he dark.

She si ghs.

| N THE DARKNESS

Ruth flips on A FLASHLI GHT, followed by a few BATTERY
PONERED LANTERNS, which she hangs up around the room

RUTH S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

She then coll apses onto her bed in a roomstill nostly dark.
Ruth turns onto her side, and just then she sees:

Qut of the wi ndow of her room the BRI GHT BLUE W NDOW of
ALEXA' S APARTMENT across the street.

Ruth gets up, an idea form ng in her head.

| NT. HALLWAY - A LITTLE LATER

Rut h sneaks into the FANCY HALLWAY of Alexa' s apartnent is
standing at AN ELECTRICAL BOX - a wire runs out of it
towards Al exa’s apartnent.

She works carefully with PLIERS and a SCREWDRI VER t 0 connect
the electrical box to AN EXTENSI ON CORD t hat runs back
t owar ds her house.



RUTH S BEDROOM - CONTI NUCUS
Ruth runs back into her house - the lights are all ON again.
A | ook of satisfaction spreads across Ruth’s face just as-

VWOOM - The lights SHUT OFF AGAIN. ..

ALEXA' S APARTMENT - SAME

And the power SHUTS OFF in Al exa s apartnent too.

Al exa is suddenly SNAPPED OUT of the world of screens and
lights in front of her face- She | ooks around, confused..
she gets up, but not for any specific goal; she has no idea
what to do in her powerless apartnent.

She | ooks through her cabinets and around her kitchen when-

SHE SEES A LI GHT com ng from UNDER HER FRONT DOOR. A novi ng
light, sweeping around out side.

Al exa approaches it cautiously, and opens the door-

| NT. HALLWAY - SAME
And sees RUTH there, holding a flashlight.

Ruth was just trying to work on the electrical box - but she
JUWPS BACK when Al exa opens the door, STARTLI NG Al exa j ust
t he sane.

The nonment of fear passes, and the two wonen | ook at each
other, realizing that there was never any threat. Ruth
LAUGHS.

RUTH
(in Chinese, not subtitled)
You scared ne!

Al exa doesn’t understand her, but smles as a friendly
response. Ruth notices that she doesn’t understand.

Alexa PO NTS at Ruth’s flashlight, and then at her dark
apartnment. Ruth gets it - her power nust be out too.

Ruth gives Alexa a "hold on" gesture, and runs out-



I NT. RUTH S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Ruth hurriedly gathers up FLASHLI GHTS and LANTERNS in her
arns, and rushes back out.

| NT. ALEXA" S APARTMENT - A LI TTLE LATER

Alexa's apartnment is now GLCONNG fromthe light of Ruth's
flashlights and |anterns - Ruth sets up one | ast one, and
Al exa tries her best to express her wordl ess thanks, but
can’t find the right gesture.

Al exa thinks for a nmonent - and then runs to her
REFRI GERATOR, and pulls out a OPAQUE WHI TE BOTTLE, which she
rushes to bring to Ruth, offering it to her as a gift.

Ruth takes the bottle and politely DRINKS fromit - and
ALMOST GAGS. She | ooks closer at the bottle - on the front
is a picture of FANCILY COOKED STEAK AND VEGETABLES.

Rut h 1 ooks up at Al exa, who is confused.

I NT. RUTH S APARTMENT - LATER

Alexa is nowin Ruth’s apartment, watching as Ruth WORKS I N
THE KI TCHEN, meking sonething in the dimlanternlight.

Rut h OPENS UP A FLASHLI GHT and drops the batteries out of it
into her hand, then grabs sone STEEL WOOL from a cabi net
over the sink, and rubs themtogether - |aunching SPARKS
into a HOVEMADE FI RE- COOKER lined with bits of paper and
wood for tinder.

The fire CATCHES, and Ruth quickly sets a PAN over it, and
begins to prepare sone FOOD... REAL FOOD
AT RUTH S KI TCHEN TABLE - LATER

Alexa sits at Ruth’s table as Ruth sets a plate in front of
her - with REAL COCKED MEAT and sone ot her foods.

Al exa sets one in front of herself too, and together they
begin to eat. It’s silent, but it’s not awkward- Al exa
tastes the food and LOVES I T, and Ruth watches her intently.
For a quiet nonent, it’s nice-

And then Al exa BURPS - a LOUD one too.

Ruth stares at her, ASTON SHED

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Al exa rushes to cover her nouth, imediately enbarrassed.

Ruth takes a deep breath, and then BURPS BACK at Al exa, even
| ouder.

Now Al exa LAUGHS, and Ruth begins to | augh too.

AT RUTH S FRONT DOOR - LATER

Al exa prepares to | eave, and wordl essly thanks Ruth with a
polite WAVE.

Ruth goes for a HUG - Al exa BACKS AVWAY fromit at first, but
then lets it happen. As she pulls away fromit, Ruth lets
her hand LI NGER on Alexa’'s armfor just a nonent. She smles
at her.

Rut h gives her a FLASHLI GHT and Al exa wal ks out the door.

EXT. QUTSI DE RUTH S FRONT DOCR - CONTI NUQUS

Al exa closes Ruth's front door... but it DOESN T CLOSE ALL
THE WAY. Sonething’s blocking it.

Al exa | ooks down - it’s AN EXTENSION CORD, and it’s | eading
back TOMRDS HER APARTMENT

Rut h conmes out now, seeing that the front door woul dn’t
close all the way. She goes to stop Al exa-

But Alexa is already wal ki ng back towards her apartnment,
FOLLOW NG THE EXTENSI ON CORD W TH HER FLASHLI GHT as it
snakes down the street.

| NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Alexa follows it all the way back to the ELECTRI CAL BOX
right outside her apartnment. She realizes what Ruth was
doi ng there when she found her.

Rut h appears in the hallway behind Al exa, and Alexa turns to
| ook at her- a | ook of disappointnment spread across her
face.

Al exa turns and wal ks into her apartnent, not | ooking back,
and cl oses the door behind her, leaving Ruth out in the
col d.



MONTACE - VARI OQUS

Al exa sleeps in the dark that night. Over the next couple
weeks:

She talks to the BU LDING MANAGER and reports the electrica
i ssue.

A REPAI RVAN fi xes the electrical box.

Alexa returns to her normal life in her reclining chair.
Ruth returns to her normal life in her dark, powerless hone.

| NT. ALEXA' S APARTMENT - A COUPLE WEEKS LATER
Alexa is in her RECLI NED SEAT, but she | ooks BORED

She hits a BUTTON on the arnmrest, and the lights and screens
of the machi ne SHUT OFF

Al exa stands up and stretches. She | ooks out her w ndow,
towards Ruth’s apartnent. Al nost instinctively, she RUBS HER
ARM wi th her other hand- just slightly, but in the sane spot
where Ruth left her hand |inger.

Al exa opens up the FRIDGE. She's greeted by nothing but
DQOZENS OF WHI TE BOITLES, each with a DI FFERENT PI CTURE OF
FOOD ON I T. Di sappoi nti ng.

She opens up her FREEZER- it hasn’'t been opened in a while,
and the inside is thick with freezerburn and frost. She digs
deep inside it and finds SOVE FROZEN CH CKEN

AT HER KI TCHEN

Al exa doesn’t have a stovetop, so she grabs sone DI SHES and
t he FLASHLI GHT that Rut h gave her

She finds a piece of METALLIC MESH in a drawer and, just as
Rut h had done, she takes the BATTERI ES out of the FLASHLI GHT
and rubs them agai nst the netal.

It SPARKS, and Alexa tries to use it to catch the small bits
of tinder (sone napkin bits) on the plate - she’s not nearly
as skilled at it as Ruth was.

But on her fourth or fifth try- a bit of napkin CATCHES THE
SPARK, and begi ns to BURN.

Al exa smiles.
And i medi ately her FIRE ALARM goes off. The whol e pl ace

begins to FLASH RED LIGHT - a bit overdramatic, for the
smal | napkin burning on the plate.



EXT. ALEXA' S APARTMENT - SAME

From outside Alexa’ s apartnent, we can see the FLASH NG RED
LI GHT in her w ndow.

| NT. ALEXA' S APARTMENT - SAME

Wth a disappointed sigh, A exa begins to CLEAN UP what she
was doing, putting out the little fire as the ALARM
continues to blare.

Suddenly, there’s a FRANTI C KNOCKI NG at the door.

Al exa opens the door to find-

RUTH, out of breath, sweating - clearly having just seen the
alarmand run upstairs to Alexa’' s apartnent. She sees Al exa
is okay, and a | ook of relief washes over her.

Al exa is shocked to see Ruth. She opens the door a little
nore so that Ruth can cone in.

Ruth sees the flashlight and burned napkin bits on the table
and puts the pieces together. She |aughs heartily.

Al exa | aughs too, and puts a hand on Ruth’s shoul der. They
smle at each other.

THE END



